Long-Term Causes of the Great War (1914-1918)
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Nationalism: strong feelings of pride for one’s own country

-In the extreme, such feelings can develop into an overzealous attitude towards promoting one’s own country and can result in hatred towards other countries.  This leads to people following the leaders and policies of their country without question.  In other words, whatever their country does is right.

-When people feel their country is being slighted or wronged, they long for revenge.  They will not easily forgive such occasions.

-ex. France after the Franco-Prussian War (Germany took two provinces: Alsace and Lorraine)

-ex. Britain after German insults during the Boer War

Militarism: strong military spirit or policy (constantly building up armaments or armed forces of a country)
-Threats and armed aggression by one country to another
-The tendency of a society to encourage an excessive military spirit (ex. military schools)

Imperialism/Colonialism: the extension of one country of its authority lands by political, economic, or military means
-ex. Policy or doctrine to promote the extension of a country’s authority

-ex. Active accumulation of colonies by an empire to expand its economic wealth

Alliances: treaties/agreements drawn up by two governments that formalize a relationship between themselves (usually signifies a military agreement to protect each other during war)

-Alliances up to the eve of war (1914)

	Triple Entente (Allied Powers)
	Triple Alliance (Central Powers)

	Britain

France

Russia
	Germany

Austria-Hungary

Italy


Crisis: the decisive moment, especially in a tragedy (a culminating point of time of danger or suspense in politics, etc.)
Balkan Powder Kegs:

-Austria-Hungary was a country made up of many ethnic groups

-Austrian Germans (controlled the state)


-Hungarians


-Romanians


-Serbians (aka Slavic people)


-other groups

-Most Slavs lived in the southern part of Austria-Hungary, near the Balkan States

-Serbia was a Balkan States (separate country) that bordered Austria-Hungary.  Many Serbians wanted their fellow Slavs in Austria-Hungary (3 million) to join then to create a larger Serbia.  Therefore, there was much animosity between Serbia and Austria-Hungary.

Bosnia Crisis (1908)

-Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia, another Balkan State.  Bosnia asked Russia (the “defender of the Slavs”) to help stop the annexation.  Russia did all it could until Germany (Austria-Hungary’s ally) told them to back off.

-Russia backed down and vowed to never back down again.  Russia offered its full support for Serbia’s aspirations of a larger Serbia that united all of the Slavs in that region.

